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‘ Castro Freed Cuba from U. S.’ 
Is ‘Correct’ Answer in Havana 
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Regime Rewrites History to Bolsttf- 
Campaign to Indoctrinate Youth- 
Teachers Trained in New Duties 


HAVANA 


By R. HART PHILLIPS 

Spechl to The New York Times. 
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teacher stood before a third 
grade class in a Havana public 
school. 

‘‘What did Josb Marti do?" 
she asked. 

A boy of 8 raised his hand 
eagerly and the teacher gave 
him permission to speak. 
"Jos6 Marti freed Cuba from 
the Spaniards," he said. 

“And what did Fidel Castro 
do?" the teacher asked. 

“Fidel freed Cuba from the 
United States, which seized all 
our land,’’ the boy said tri- 
umphantly. 

That was the “correct" ans- 
wer. The lesson went on. 

U. S. Is Accused 


vana. 

The soldier spoke to the chL- 
dren about Dr. Castro, who ijfi 
the two-year revolt against Gi 
[Fulgencio Batista, and tclb 
them stories of the fightinglh 
the Sierra Maestra against tlfe 
I troops of the deposed reginff 
This was done, orre teacher sai 
so that the children would iden- 
tify themselves with the scfl- 
diers and would have a desire u> 
[join the juvenile patrols, whi<Ht 
give military training to chill 
dren from 7 to 17. 

In Havana the public schot, 
teachers and prospective teacH, 
ers are being given lecturJl 
every Saturday. After FridaC 
when school is out, there wil 
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"What happened on Feb. 

1898?” 

A tiny ,girl raised her hand 
and gave her answer in a thin 
voice. “The United States blew 
up the Maine so they could in- 
tervene in Cuba," she parroted. 

Thus the hate campaign 
against the United States goes 
on among the children and 
teen-agers of Cuba. The Castro 
regime is bending every effort 
to capture the minds of youth. 

The pattern ' of training is 
similar to that used by many 
totalitarian governments. It in- 
cludes indoctrination in schools, 
on radio and television and in 
the press; military < training 
from 7 years of age; a hate 
campaign, this time directed 
against the United States; the 
organization of work brigades 
of boys from 14 to 18; and 
meetings and fiestas, all with a 
political purpose. 

The Government feels that 
once the youth of Cuba is in- 
doctrinated with hatred toward 
the United States the relations 
between the two countries will 
be permanently damaged. 

Educational System Altered 
The educational system has 
been radically changed in struc- 
ture and purpose. Teachers are 
being instructed to instill in 
their students a desire to till the 
soil and work with their hands 
rather than become profession- 
als. The teachers are also being , 
taught methods to use in devel- - 
oping hatred of the United 
States and hero worship for 
Fidel Castro as the “saviour of 
Cuba." 

Last Jan. 28 t,he birthday of 
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be daily classes for two months 
to teach them the methods and 
aims of Premier Castro’s new 
educational system. Hundreds 
of new teachers are being pre- 
pared for schools being built 
in the interior. Some Complaints 
'are heard that the educational 
level of these teachers is not 
up to the former standard in 
Cuba. 

When schools open next Sep- 
tember, the Government plans 
to have new textbooks ready 
for the grade schools. All his- 
tory books are being changed 
to conform with the attitude 
of the Dr. Castro’s officials who 
have repeatedly declared the 
United States is “Cuba’s great- 
est enemy.” 

Among the changes to be 
made in the educational system, 
according to reports, will be 
the elimination of kindergar- 
tens. The “specialty” teachers, 
who taught music, English, do- 
mestic science, manual training 
and other subjects, have al- 
ready been eliminated. These 
teachers are being utilized for 
regular teaching in the lower 
grades. Teachers in each class- 
r ° om will give instruction in 
all subjects. English and music 
are being eliminated, it is said. 

It is planned, according to 
reports, to have as many chil-i 


drsJn over 5 years old as possi- 
ble' live at big scholastic cen- 
ter's, such sis the one being es- 
tablished in Havana at the for- 
fne; r Camp Columbia Army 
Headquarters. This is being 
do be, it is said, so that the 
ch ddren will be under the influ- 
ence of the teachers and not 
thfir families. , 


L00D GIFTS SLATED 


i 

Maritime Group and Others 
/Kid Red Cross Drive Today 
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